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“. . . my earnest expectation and hope that in 
nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all bold-
ness, as always, so now also Christ will be mag-
nified in my body, whether by life or by death” 
(Philippians 1:20).

My Utmost for His Highest. “. . . my earnest 
expectation and hope that in nothing I shall 
be ashamed . . . .” We will all feel very much 

ashamed if we do not yield to Jesus the areas of our lives  
He has asked us to yield to Him. It’s as if Paul were say-
ing, “My determined purpose is to be my utmost for His 
highest—my best for His glory.” To reach that level of 
determination is a matter of the will, not of debate or of 
reasoning. It is absolute and irrevocable surrender of the 
will at that point. An undue amount of thought and con-
sideration for ourselves is what keeps us from making that 
decision, although we cover it up with the pretense that it 
is others we are considering. When we think seriously 
about what it will cost others if we obey the call of Jesus, 
we tell God He doesn’t know what our obedience will 
mean. Keep to the point—He does know. Shut out every 
other thought and keep yourself before God in this one 
thing only—my utmost for His highest. I am determined 
to be absolutely and entirely for Him and Him alone. 

My Unstoppable Determination for His Holiness. 
“Whether it means life or death—it makes no difference!” 
(see 1:21). Paul was determined that nothing would stop 
him from doing exactly what God wanted. But before we 
choose to follow God’s will, a crisis must develop in our 
lives. This happens because we tend to be unresponsive 
to God’s gentler nudges. He brings us to the place where 
He asks us to be our utmost for Him and we begin to 
debate. He then providentially produces a crisis where 
we have to decide—for or against. That moment becomes 
a great crossroads in our lives. If a crisis has come to you 
on any front, surrender your will to Jesus absolutely and 
irrevocably.

let us keep to the point

January 1

chambers_utmost final.indd   17 10/5/07   11:49:31 AM



“He went out, not knowing where he was 
going” (Hebrews 11:8).

Have you ever “gone out” in this way? If so, there 
is no logical answer possible when anyone asks 
you what you are doing. One of the most difficult 

questions to answer in Christian work is, “What do you 
expect to do?” You don’t know what you are going to do. 
The only thing you know is that God knows what He is 
doing. Continually examine your attitude toward God to 
see if you are willing to “go out” in every area of your life, 
trusting in God entirely. It is this attitude that keeps you 
in constant wonder, because you don’t know what God 
is going to do next. Each morning as you wake, there is 
a new opportunity to “go out,” building your confidence 
in God. “. . . do not worry about your life . . . nor about 
the body . . .” (Luke 12:22). In other words, don’t worry 
about the things that concerned you before you did “go 
out.”

Have you been asking God what He is going to do? 
He will never tell you. God does not tell you what He is 
going to do—He reveals to you who He is. Do you believe 
in a miracle-working God, and will you “go out” in com-
plete surrender to Him until you are not surprised one 
iota by anything He does?

Believe God is always the God you know Him to be 
when you are nearest to Him. Then think how unneces-
sary and disrespectful worry is! Let the attitude of your 
life be a continual willingness to “go out” in dependence 
upon God, and your life will have a sacred and inexpress-
ible charm about it that is very satisfying to Jesus. You 
must learn to “go out” through your convictions, creeds, 
or experiences until you come to the point in your faith 
where there is nothing between yourself and God.

will you go out
without knowing?

January 2
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“Clouds and darkness surround Him . . .” 
(Psalm 97:2).

A person who has not been born again by the Spirit 
of God will tell you that the teachings of Jesus 
are simple. But when he is baptized by the Holy 

Spirit, he finds that “clouds and darkness surround Him 
. . . .” When we come into close contact with the teach-
ings of Jesus Christ we have our first realization of this. 
The only possible way to have full understanding of the 
teachings of Jesus is through the light of the Spirit of God 
shining inside us. If we have never had the experience of 
taking our casual, religious shoes off our casual, religious 
feet—getting rid of all the excessive informality with which 
we approach God—it is questionable whether we have 
ever stood in His presence. The people who are flippant 
and disrespectful in their approach to God are those who 
have never been introduced to Jesus Christ. Only after 
the amazing delight and liberty of realizing what Jesus 
Christ does, comes the impenetrable “darkness” of real-
izing who He is.

Jesus said, “The words that I speak to you are spirit, 
and they are life” (John 6:63). Once, the Bible was just 
so many words to us—“clouds and darkness”—then, sud-
denly, the words become spirit and life because Jesus 
re-speaks them to us when our circumstances make the 
words new. That is the way God speaks to us; not by 
visions and dreams, but by words. When a man gets to 
God, it is by the most simple way—words.

“clouds And dArkness”

January 3
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